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ABSTRACT 

 
Natural gas in the Gaza Marine is a strategic resource that can contribute to strengthening the 

Palestinian economy and achieving energy independence. However, it also represents a focal point in 

the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Since the discovery of gas reserves in the late 1990s, Palestinians have 

been unable to exploit this resource due to political and security obstacles imposed by Israel, making 

it a bargaining tool in the ongoing conflict. 

This study aims to analyze the significance of natural gas in the Gaza Marine and its role in the 

trajectory of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It also examines the challenges hindering its exploitation, 

including Israeli policies and international pressures. Additionally, the research explores the role of 

regional and international actors in this issue amid geopolitical shifts in the region. The study 

proposes potential scenarios that could enable Palestinians to benefit from this vital resource to 

achieve economic development and enhance energy independence. 
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Introduction 

 
Natural gas is one of the most significant economic and strategic resources in the world, playing a 

crucial role in economic development and enhancing energy independence for nations. In this context, the 

discovery of gas reserves in the Gaza Sea presents a significant opportunity for Palestinians to achieve 

economic growth. However, it has simultaneously become a focal point in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 

Since its discovery in the late 1990s, Palestinians have been unable to exploit this resource due to the political 

and security barriers imposed by Israel, making it a tool of leverage in the ongoing conflict. 

 

This study examines the importance of gas in the Gaza Sea as a strategic resource and its impact on 

the political and economic trajectory of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It also explores the challenges 

hindering its exploitation and the role of regional and international actors in this issue, considering the 

geopolitical shifts in the region. 
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Research Problem 
 

The research seeks to address the central question: How does the gas in the Gaza Sea influence the 

Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and what are the prospects for Palestinians to benefit from it amid political 

and security challenges? 

 

Sub-questions: 

 

1. What is the significance of gas reserves in the Gaza Sea for the Palestinian economy? 

2. How does the discovery of gas in the Gaza Sea influence the nature of the Palestinian-Israeli 

conflict? 

3. What are the political and security obstacles preventing Palestinians from utilizing the gas 

reserves? 

4. How does Israel handle the issue of gas in the Gaza Sea, and what are its motives for controlling 

this resource? 

5. What role do regional and international actors play in the exploitation of gas in the Gaza Sea? 

6. What are the possible scenarios that could help Palestinians benefit from this vital resource? 

 

Research Significance 

 
1. Highlighting the role of gas in the Gaza Sea as a strategic resource that could strengthen the 

Palestinian economy. 

2. Analyzing the impact of gas on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and understanding how it has 

become a point of contention. 

3. Clarifying the political and security barriers preventing Palestinians from exploiting gas reserves. 

4. Examining the regional and international dimensions of gas exploitation in the Eastern 

Mediterranean and its implications for the Palestinian issue. 

5. Contributing to the presentation of proposals and solutions that could assist Palestinians in 

benefiting from this vital resource to achieve economic development. 

6. Enriching academic and political knowledge regarding the relationship between natural 

resources and conflicts in the region. 

 

Research Objectives 

 

1. Analyzing the importance of gas in the Gaza Sea as a strategic resource and its role in 

strengthening the Palestinian economy. 

2. Studying the impact of gas reserves on the course of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and how it is 

used as a tool for political and economic pressure. 

3. Reviewing the political and security barriers preventing gas exploitation, including Israeli 

positions and international pressures. 

4. Highlighting the regional and international role in managing gas resources in the Eastern 

Mediterranean and its impact on the Palestinian issue. 

5. Proposing solutions and strategies to enhance Palestinian utilization of gas in a way that supports 

economic development and energy independence. 

 

Research Hypothesis 

 

Gas in the Gaza Sea constitutes a strategic resource that could enhance the Palestinian economy. 

However, Israeli political and security restrictions hinder its exploitation, making it a significant 

factor in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Regional and international variables may, in the future, alter 

the reality of benefiting from this resource. 
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1. Theoretical and Conceptual Framework 

 
1.1 The Concept of Strategic Resources and Their Role in Conflicts 

 

Strategic resources play a pivotal role in international conflicts, as nations strive to secure their energy 

needs and strengthen their influence by controlling natural resources such as oil, gas, and rare minerals. These 

resources have become one of the primary drivers of modern conflicts, with major powers employing 

economic and military policies to dominate them (Klare, 2001). The Middle East stands out as a prime 

example of such conflicts, where oil and gas reserves have influenced national policies and armed tensions, 

including the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and gas reserves in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

 

Strategic resources encompass natural wealth and raw materials vital for economic development and 

national security, such as oil, natural gas, rare minerals, and water—especially when they impact political 

stability or are scarce (Dunning, 1998). These resources are fundamental to the economic and political 

planning of nations, as major powers rely on them to ensure their energy security and sustain their industries. 

Oil and gas, in particular, have had a profound impact on national policies and geopolitical alliances (Yergin, 

1991). 

 

Historically, strategic resources have been a key factor in international conflicts, with major powers 

seeking to control them to maintain their economic and political dominance. These resources contribute to 

conflicts in several ways. First, they serve as a source of regional disputes, as seen in the wars linked to 

Middle Eastern oil, such as the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003 (Klare, 2001). Second, they are used as a tool of 

political and economic pressure, exemplified by the 1973 oil crisis (Yergin, 1991). Third, they contribute to 

internal conflicts, such as in Nigeria, where armed groups have fought over oil revenues (Ross, 2004). Finally, 

they lead to foreign interventions, as in the case of the 2011 military intervention in Libya, driven by its oil 

reserves (Mitchell, 2013). 

 

Land and water disputes have historically been at the core of the Zionist-Palestinian conflict, with 

natural resources playing a significant role in Israel’s relations with its neighbors. However, the discovery of 

gas fields off the coast of Gaza in 1999 introduced a new dimension to resource-driven conflicts. Israel began 

discovering its own gas reserves, with smaller finds between 2000 and 2004, culminating in the Tamar and 

Leviathan fields discovered in 2009 and 2010, respectively. These discoveries transformed Israel into a 

regional gas power and significantly altered its geopolitical position. Amid ongoing conflicts and unresolved 

grievances, these discoveries have added another layer of tension—both within the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

and on a broader regional level. 

 

The Gaza Marine gas field serves as a prime example of how strategic resources influence the 

Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Its exploitation has remained constrained due to Israeli control, making it a tool of 

political and economic leverage. Since its discovery in the late 1990s, Palestinians have been unable to benefit 

from it, despite its potential to bolster the Palestinian economy if developed in their favor. Additionally, 

Gaza’s strategic location increases the geopolitical significance of this resource in the ongoing conflict 

(Shaffer, 2011). 

 

Natural gas is a strategic resource with a substantial impact on the global economy and international 

politics, as it is essential for energy generation and heavy industries, making it a fundamental element in 

supporting national economies (IEA, 2021). Its export and import influence national stability, as major 

economies depend on gas to ensure their energy security (BP Statistical Review, 2022). 

 

Economically, gas plays a crucial role in securing energy, stimulating industrial growth, and creating 

job opportunities. This is evident in gas-rich nations such as Qatar and Russia, which rely heavily on gas 

exports as a primary source of revenue (BP, 2022). Additionally, liquefied natural gas (LNG) projects and 

related investments contribute to economic development (Mitchell, 2013). 

 

Politically, gas is used as an instrument of international influence, with producing countries 

leveraging it to exert pressure on importers, as demonstrated by Russia’s actions toward Europe during the 

Ukraine crisis (Shaffer, 2011). This has led to the formation of alliances such as the Gas Exporting Countries 

Forum (GECF) to regulate production and prices (OPEC, 2022). Furthermore, gas has been a source of  
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conflicts, as seen in the competition over Eastern Mediterranean reserves between Turkey, Greece, and 

Cyprus (Mitchell, 2013). Industrialized nations are working to diversify their sources and reduce dependence 

on a single supplier, as evidenced by the European Union’s efforts to minimize reliance on Russian gas (IEA, 

2022). 

 

1.2 Gas in the Gaza Sea – Importance and Challenges 

 

In 1999, Yasser Arafat signed a contract with British Gas (BG) to explore for gas, following the 

discovery of the Gaza Marine field, located 17-21 nautical miles off the Gaza coast, mostly within Palestinian 

waters. In 2000, the company drilled two wells and conducted feasibility studies, yielding positive results. 

Under the Oslo Accords, the Palestinian Authority (PA) was granted maritime jurisdiction up to 20 nautical 

miles, but Israel retained the ability to block navigation for security reasons, hindering field development. 

Israeli companies also pressured against exploration, arguing that the PA lacked sovereignty. Nevertheless, 

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak allowed BG to drill the first well, Marine-1, in July 2000, followed by 

Marine-2 in November to assess the reserves. That September, Arafat officially announced the discovery, 

declaring gas as a pillar of the Palestinian economy and state-building efforts. 

 

Estimates indicated over 1 trillion cubic feet of high-purity gas, promising substantial economic 

support for the PA. According to the contract, BG held a 90% stake in the project, while the PA retained 10%, 

which would later rise to 40% upon production—30% allocated to a private Palestinian contractor responsible 

for project development, including the construction of a gas pipeline (Antreasyan, 2013). The discovery of 

Gaza’s gas reserves in the late 1990s raised Palestinian hopes for economic independence, but Israeli 

intervention has complicated its exploitation. 

 

Speculation arose that Israeli gas exports could bolster Tel Aviv’s geopolitical influence over 

importing nations, illustrating how a strategic economic resource (natural gas) can enhance national security 

(Mahdi, 2019). Since the Second Intifada (2000-2010), Israel has imposed restrictions on field utilization, 

citing security concerns and refusing to allow gas sales without its approval (Pfeifer, 2009). After Hamas took 

control of Gaza in 2007, Israel tightened the blockade and attempted direct negotiations with British Gas, 

which the PA rejected (Shaffer, 2011). 

 

In 2016, British Gas withdrew from the project due to political pressures, while Israel continued 

obstructing gas exploitation despite Palestinian and international efforts (Stevens, 2018). In 2021, Egypt 

signed a memorandum of understanding with the PA through EGAS to develop the field and export gas via 

Egyptian liquefaction facilities (Reuters, 2021). However, Israel still conditions gas exploitation on political 

and security developments in Gaza (BBC, 2023). 

 

1.3 Gas Reserves in Gaza Marine and Their Exploitation Potential 

 

Experts confirm the existence of significant oil and gas reserves in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, but 

Israeli occupation prevents Palestinians from exploiting them, causing economic losses worth billions of 

dollars. Studies indicate that the Palestinian national income could have doubled without the occupation, but 

the actual economic burdens exceed previous estimates. Therefore, UNCTAD has called for a comprehensive 

and sustainable framework within the United Nations to assess the economic costs of the Israeli occupation on 

Palestinians. 

 

The Palestinian energy market is very small to support large investments, as Palestinian gas 

consumption has remained low even after more than a decade. British Gas (BG) sought to reduce risks by 

securing long-term contracts, prompting negotiations with Israel since 2000. Despite expectations that 

Palestinian gas exploitation would lead to economic cooperation, negotiations stalled due to political and 

economic disputes, particularly after Israel refused to purchase Palestinian gas for political reasons despite 

international pressure. 

 

Although negotiations resumed in 2007 following political changes in Palestine and Israel, Hamas's 

control of Gaza and the internal political division complicated matters. Despite attempts to bypass Hamas and 

negotiate with the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah, the agreement faced internal opposition in Israel, as 

potential revenues were perceived as indirect funding for "terrorism." 
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Political instability and mutual distrust led to the termination of negotiations in December 2007, and BG 

closed its office in Israel in early 2008 while retaining its concession rights in Gaza. Palestinians remained 

entirely dependent on Israeli energy under the 1994 Paris Protocol, which granted Israel a monopoly over 

energy supplies, making Palestinian energy independence a distant prospect. (Antreasyan, 2013). 

 

1.4 The Importance of Gas for the Palestinian Economy 

 

Gaza Marine contains gas reserves primarily in the Gaza Marine field, discovered in 1999 by British 

Gas, with an estimated volume of 1.1 trillion cubic feet (BP, 2022). Studies suggest the possibility of 

additional reserves, but political obstacles hinder exploration (Shaffer, 2011). The natural gas discovered in 

Gaza's waters is among the most strategic resources that could significantly transform the Palestinian 

economy by reducing dependence on energy imports, stimulating economic growth, and increasing public 

revenues. However, political and Israeli barriers continue to obstruct its exploitation. 

 

The Palestinian economy suffers from near-total dependence on Israel for energy imports, with 

approximately 90% of electricity needs purchased from the Israel Electric Corporation. Palestinian gas could 

achieve self-sufficiency in the electricity sector, power local plants, and reduce the energy import bill, which 

reaches $2 billion annually, enhancing energy security away from political fluctuations (World Bank, 2021; 

IMF, 2022). 

 

Exploiting Gaza's gas could generate annual revenues between $700 million and $1 billion, helping to 

finance the Palestinian budget, which suffers from a financial deficit ranging between $1.2 and $1.5 billion. 

This would reduce reliance on foreign aid, which has declined in recent years, and increase investment in 

infrastructure and development, such as building roads, improving transportation, and expanding electricity 

and water networks (Stevens, 2018). 

 

Additionally, developing the Gaza Marine field could create thousands of direct and indirect jobs by 

increasing employment in the energy sector and stimulating related industries such as petrochemicals, 

transportation, and manufacturing. This would contribute to improving living standards by reducing industrial 

production costs and lowering the prices of basic goods (BP, 2022). 

 

Gas exports could also benefit neighboring countries like Egypt, which has advanced infrastructure 

for gas liquefaction, allowing exports to European markets, and Jordan, which imports 90% of its energy 

needs. This makes Palestinian gas a vital source to meet part of this demand, in addition to Palestine’s 

potential integration into the regional gas market in the Eastern Mediterranean, enhancing its economic role 

(Reuters, 2021; Stevens, 2018). 

 

The economic benefits of gas include: 

 

1. Meeting Palestinian energy needs and reducing import dependence (Stevens, 2018). 

2. Generating annual revenues of up to $1 billion, according to the World Bank (World Bank, 2021). 

3. Regional export opportunities, especially to Egypt, Jordan, and the European Union via Egyptian 

liquefaction facilities (Reuters, 2021). 

 

Key obstacles to gas exploitation in Gaza’s fields: 

 

1. Israeli control over maritime resources prevents exploration and development without its approval 

(BBC, 2023). 

2. The absence of Palestinian infrastructure for gas extraction and processing, necessitating international 

partnerships (Stevens, 2018). 

3. Palestinian political division hampers field development, as Israel conditions its approval on internal 

Palestinian agreement (Shaffer, 2011). 

 

1.5 Political and Security Obstacles 

 

Although the Oslo Accords granted the Palestinian Authority maritime jurisdiction, Israeli resistance 

and political complexities have hindered the development of these gas fields. Negotiations between BG, the  
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Palestinian Authority, and the Israeli government faced challenges, and attempts to supply gas to Israel 

encountered obstacles. Today, despite the gas discoveries, the Gaza Marine field remains undeveloped, with 

ongoing disputes between those advocating for its development and those obstructing it (Lopez, 2023). 

 

The exploitation of natural gas in Gaza’s offshore fields faces political and security obstacles that 

prevent Palestinians from benefiting from this strategic resource. Israel imposes restrictions on the utilization 

of Palestinian natural resources, treating gas as part of its strategy to maintain economic control over 

Palestine. Despite international law affirming the right of local populations to benefit from their resources, 

Israel prohibits Palestinians from developing the Gaza Marine field without its approval and imposes political 

and security conditions that hinder agreements with foreign companies. Furthermore, Israel insists on 

international oversight over gas revenues to ensure they are not used by Palestinian factions (BBC, 2023). 

 

All attempts to reach a Palestinian-Israeli agreement on gas exploitation have failed. Israel has used 

the issue as political leverage, initially granting British Gas a concession in 1999, only to obstruct the project 

later. In 2014, Israel initially agreed to develop the field but later backtracked due to the war on Gaza. In 

2023, new talks were announced under Egyptian mediation, but Israeli conditions continue to hinder 

implementation (Shaffer, 2011; Reuters, 2023). 

 

A major obstacle remains the political division between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas. Israel 

demands clear guarantees regarding revenue distribution, sparking debate over which entity has the right to 

negotiate gas exploitation and how revenues should be allocated between the West Bank and Gaza. With 

differing political priorities between Ramallah and Gaza, the international community has also linked major 

projects like gas development to achieving Palestinian unity (World Bank, 2021). 

 

Additionally, the security environment in Gaza presents a significant challenge. The enclave has 

witnessed multiple wars that deter international companies from investing. Negotiations stalled in 2008 due to 

Israel’s war on Gaza, while military confrontations in 2014, 2021, and after the October 7 war destroyed large 

portions of the infrastructure, making energy projects even harder to implement. Any future escalation could 

threaten offshore platforms or permanently halt the project (Stevens, 2018). 

 

Israel also enforces a naval blockade that prevents Palestinians from accessing gas fields without its 

permission. It dictates which maritime areas Palestinian fishermen can enter and bans any exploration 

activities without its authorization. Furthermore, Israel intercepts Palestinian attempts to conduct surveys or 

drilling operations and restricts the entry of essential equipment and technology required for field 

development (UNCTAD, 2021). 

 

Regional and international actors also play a role in the Palestinian gas file. Egypt mediates between 

Palestinians and Israel but seeks to integrate Palestinian gas into its strategy of becoming a regional energy 

hub. Meanwhile, the European Union supports Palestinian energy independence but faces Israeli pressure that 

obstructs energy projects. The United States has backed some Palestinian gas initiatives but has not exerted 

enough pressure on Israel to allow field development (Reuters, 2021). 

 

1.5 Political and Security Obstacles 

 

Although the Oslo Accords granted the Palestinian Authority maritime authority, Israeli resistance 

and political complexities have hindered the development of these gas fields. Negotiations between BG 

Group, the Palestinian Authority, and the Israeli government faced challenges, and attempts to supply gas to 

Israel encountered obstacles. Today, despite the discovery of gas, the potential of the Gaza Marine field 

remains untapped, with ongoing struggles between those advocating for development and those obstructing it 

(Lopez, 2023). 

 

The exploitation of natural gas in the Gaza Sea faces political and security obstacles that hinder 

Palestinians from benefiting from this strategic resource. Israel imposes restrictions on the exploitation of 

Palestinian natural resources, considering gas as part of its strategy to control the Palestinian economy, despite 

international law affirming the right of local populations to benefit from their resources. Israel prevents 

Palestinians from developing the Gaza Marine field without its approval and imposes political and security  
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conditions that obstruct agreements with foreign companies. It also insists on international oversight over gas 

revenues to ensure they are not used by Palestinian factions (BBC, 2023). 

 

All attempts to reach a Palestinian-Israeli agreement on gas exploitation have failed, as Israel has used 

this issue as a political bargaining chip. The Palestinian Authority granted British Gas a concession in 1999, 

but Israel obstructed the project. Although it initially agreed in 2014 to develop the field, it later withdrew due 

to the war on Gaza. In 2023, new negotiations were announced under Egyptian mediation, but Israeli 

conditions continue to hinder implementation (Shaffer, 2011; Reuters, 2023). 

 

The political division between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas is a major obstacle, as Israel 

demands clear guarantees regarding revenue distribution. There is ongoing debate about who has the right to 

negotiate gas exploitation and how revenues should be shared between the West Bank and Gaza, given the 

differing political priorities of Ramallah and Gaza. Additionally, the international community has set the 

condition of achieving Palestinian unity before implementing major projects like gas development (World 

Bank, 2021). 

 

The security environment in Gaza is among the most complex obstacles. The region has witnessed 

several wars, making international companies reluctant to invest. Negotiations stalled in 2008 due to the 

Israeli war on Gaza, while military confrontations in 2014, 2021, and after the October 7 war led to the 

destruction of significant infrastructure, making energy projects even harder to implement. Any future 

escalation could threaten offshore platforms or permanently prevent the project’s development (Stevens, 

2018). 

 

Moreover, Israel imposes a naval blockade that prevents Palestinians from accessing gas areas 

without its approval. It determines the maritime zones where Palestinian fishermen are allowed and prohibits 

any exploration activities without its consent. It intercepts any Palestinian attempts to conduct surveys or 

exploration and imposes restrictions on the entry of necessary equipment and technology to develop the field 

(UNCTAD, 2021). 

 

Additionally, regional and international powers intervene in the Palestinian gas issue. Egypt acts as a 

mediator between Palestinians and Israel but also seeks to benefit from Palestinian gas as part of its strategy to 

become a regional energy hub. Meanwhile, the European Union aims to support Palestinian energy 

independence but faces Israeli pressures that hinder energy projects. The United States has supported some 

Palestinian gas initiatives but has not exerted sufficient pressure on Israel to allow the field’s development 

(Reuters, 2021). 

 

1.6 Gaza Gas and the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 

 

The Eastern Mediterranean has become a focal point for Israel, as it seeks to strengthen its regional 

partnerships for several reasons. The decline of the U.S. military presence in the region has driven Israel to 

adopt more proactive policies, while deteriorating relations with Turkey have prompted the search for new 

allies. Additionally, the discovery of offshore gas resources has facilitated regional cooperation and the 

development of new export routes. Over the past decade, Israel has strengthened ties with Greece and Cyprus, 

signed export agreements with Jordan and Egypt, and established the East Mediterranean Gas Forum, making 

it a key player in the region after decades of isolation (Talbot, 2021). 

 

Some perspectives suggest that Israel seeks to displace Gaza’s population to Sinai, exploiting 

Hamas’s October 7 attack as a pretext to implement this plan. Zionism has historically relied on forced 

displacement through intimidation and the cutting of essential services, but another key driver behind Israel’s 

current war is the control of natural gas reserves discovered off Gaza’s coast. This partially explains 

Netanyahu’s rejection of ceasefire initiatives, as the project relies on Israeli security control and the removal 

of Palestinians. Israeli ministers have openly declared these objectives, reinforcing this argument with Israel’s 

decision to grant exploration licenses to three companies in Gaza’s and Israel’s maritime zone. This Israeli 

move confirms the deliberate intention to seize Palestinian natural gas wealth, based on the argument that 

Gaza (Palestine) is not a sovereign state and therefore has no legal claim to an exclusive economic zone under 

the Law of the Sea. Despite Palestine being recognized as a UN observer state in 2012, Israel has not signed 

the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and has yet to delineate its maritime boundaries. It is worth noting  
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that Lebanon insisted on maritime border demarcation with Israel to prevent its gas resources from being 

exploited by the occupying state. Additionally, a document prepared by the Israeli Ministry of Intelligence, 

less than a week after Operation Al-Aqsa Flood, outlined three main options for the status of Palestinians in 

Gaza after the war (Abuhelal, 2024). 

 

Israel adopts an inconsistent stance regarding gas exploitation in Gaza’s waters, imposing political 

and security restrictions that hinder any independent Palestinian utilization of this resource. This policy aims 

to maintain Palestinian economic dependency and prevent economic independence. UN reports confirm that 

Israel obstructs Palestinian resource exploitation to preserve its regional influence (UNCTAD, 2021). Despite 

the Oslo Accords granting Palestinians the right to exploit their resources, Israel continues to exercise de facto 

control over decisions related to gas development in Gaza’s waters (Shaffer, 2011). Israel has consistently 

opposed its development, rejecting a deal to grant British Gas (BG) development rights and insisting on 

directly purchasing the gas instead of allowing Palestinian exports (Reuters, 2007). Additionally, 2014 

negotiations collapsed due to the war on Gaza. 

 

Israel seeks to obstruct Palestinian gas development for security, economic, and political reasons. It 

fears that gas revenues could fund Palestinian factions, particularly Hamas, leading to its imposition of a 

blockade on Gaza since 2007 and its prevention of economic projects that could provide Palestinians with 

independent income sources (ICG, 2022). Israeli officials also insist that any Palestinian gas revenues must be 

under international supervision to ensure they are not used for hostile purposes (Reuters, 2023). 

 

Economically, Israel possesses vast gas reserves in the Tamar and Leviathan fields and seeks to 

monopolize the gas market in the Eastern Mediterranean, making the development of Palestinian gas a threat 

to its status as a primary regional energy supplier (World Bank, 2021). Israel also leverages its influence to 

secure exclusive gas export contracts with neighboring countries such as Egypt and Jordan, reducing its 

incentive to develop competing Palestinian gas sources (Reuters, 2021). 

 

Politically, Israel uses the gas issue as a bargaining chip, linking any progress in its exploitation to 

political and security concessions from the Palestinians, such as requiring international oversight of revenues 

under Israeli supervision (BBC, 2023). During the 2023 negotiations, Israel insisted on full coordination with 

Egypt and the Palestinian Authority, ensuring that no funds reach Hamas (Reuters, 2023). Additionally, Israel 

strongly opposed the involvement of other parties, such as Qatar or Turkey, in gas development to maintain 

control over the issue (ICG, 2022). 

 

Israel’s stance on gas exploitation in Gaza’s waters reflects a policy of monopoly, security oversight, 

and political pressure. It aims to prevent Palestinians from achieving economic independence through their 

natural resources, while using gas as a tool for political negotiations. Despite recent indications of a 

conditional openness to gas exploitation, Israeli-imposed security and political barriers make it difficult for 

Palestinians to fully benefit from this resource without significant international pressure to compel Israel to 

respect Palestinian resource rights. 

 

Amid the global energy crisis caused by the 2022 Russia-Ukraine war, Israel has begun reconsidering 

its position on Palestinian gas exploitation to strengthen its role as a key energy supplier in the region. In 

2023, Israel engaged in discussions with Egypt and the Palestinian Authority regarding the development of the 

Palestinian gas field, with plans to export it through Egypt’s liquefaction facilities (Reuters, 2023). There are 

also indications of U.S. pressure on Israel to allow gas development as part of a broader strategy to enhance 

energy security in the Middle East (World Bank, 2023). However, Israel continues to demand prior security 

approvals for any investment, ensuring that revenues are used exclusively for "development projects" under 

international supervision. 

 

1.7 International Positions on the Exploitation of Gaza’s Gas Fields 

 

The conflict over Gaza’s offshore gas is part of the regional and international competition for energy 

resources in the Eastern Mediterranean, where Egypt, Qatar, and Turkey play different roles based on their 

political and economic interests. 
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Egypt: The Regional Mediator and Economic Beneficiary 

Egypt seeks to ensure that any development of the Gaza Marine field remains under its supervision, 

reinforcing its position as a regional energy hub. In 2021, it signed a preliminary agreement with the 

Palestinian Authority to pump Gaza’s gas to Egyptian liquefaction facilities before exporting it to Europe 

(Reuters, 2021). In June 2023, Egypt announced negotiations with Israel and the Palestinian Authority, but 

these talks remain subject to Israeli conditions on financial oversight (BBC, 2023). Additionally, Egypt 

leverages its energy sector influence as political pressure on Gaza (ICG, 2022). 

 

Qatar: Gaza’s Economic Supporter and Gas Competitor 

Qatar plays a key role in financing energy projects in Gaza but faces obstacles due to Israeli and Egyptian 

influence. Despite providing financial support for Gaza’s energy projects, Israel has rejected Qatari 

participation in gas development (Al Jazeera, 2023). In 2019, Qatar proposed developing the gas field in 

partnership with Turkish companies, but Israel and Egypt opposed the initiative (Reuters, 2020). Qatar is also 

seeking to strengthen its ties with Europe amid the global energy crisis (World Bank, 2023). 

 

Turkey: Seeking a Foothold in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Turkey aims to expand its influence in the Eastern Mediterranean energy sector and discussed gas 

development with the Palestinian Authority in 2020, but faced objections from Israel and Egypt (Middle East 

Monitor, 2020). Turkey also seeks to integrate Gaza’s gas into its infrastructure, but this conflicts with 

Egyptian and Israeli regional interests (ICG, 2022). 

 

The United States: Diplomatic Mediator and Energy Security Guarantor 

The United States plays a key role in managing political balances concerning Gaza’s gas. In 2023, 

Washington pressured Israel to allow field development, aligning with its strategy to reduce Europe’s 

dependence on Russian gas after the Ukraine war (Reuters, 2023). The U.S. believes that gas development 

could alleviate Gaza’s economic crisis and enhance security stability (World Bank, 2023), but it requires strict 

oversight of revenues to prevent funds from reaching Palestinian armed factions (ICG, 2022). 

 

The European Union: Seeking Energy Alternatives 

The European Union aims to diversify its energy sources following the Russian gas crisis and supports 

Palestinian gas development within this framework (European Council, 2023). In 2022, the EU discussed 

plans to export Palestinian gas via Egypt, but political disputes hindered progress (Reuters, 2022). The EU 

prefers that gas development be under international supervision to prevent its use for military purposes (BBC, 

2023). 

 

International Energy Companies: Investment Opportunities and Political Challenges 

International energy companies have shown interest in Gaza’s gas development since its discovery, but they 

face political and security challenges. In 1999, British Gas obtained rights to develop the field, but withdrew 

due to Israeli pressure and Israel’s refusal to purchase gas directly from the Palestinian Authority (Reuters, 

2007). In 2021, Italian and French companies expressed interest in the project, but security and political 

concerns stalled progress (World Bank, 2021). 

 

2. Gas as a Pressure Tool in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 
The natural gas reserves in Gaza’s offshore waters are a strategic resource that different parties use as 

a political and security leverage, with Israel seeking control to achieve its geopolitical objectives. Although 

developing these reserves could boost the Palestinian economy, Israeli restrictions have severely limited 

progress. 

 

Since the discovery of the Gaza Marine field in 1999, Palestinians have faced Israeli-imposed 

obstacles preventing its exploitation. While late President Yasser Arafat was optimistic that gas revenues 

could support Palestinian independence, Israel imposed restrictions that blocked commercial contracts, 

making production economically unfeasible. After Hamas took control of Gaza in 2007, Israel used security 

concerns as a pretext to prevent development, fearing that Hamas would benefit financially. Although the 

Israeli government claims to support the "Gas for Gaza" (G4G) project, it effectively obstructs it by requiring 

the Palestinian Authority to manage gas distribution instead of Hamas—a condition deemed unrealistic given  
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Hamas’s control over Gaza. Meanwhile, Palestinian factions accuse Israel of resource exploitation and have 

organized protests demanding sovereignty over the gas reserves. 

 

The Palestinian Authority has pursued a more conciliatory approach, negotiating with Israel and 

Egypt in 2021 to extract Palestinian gas and transport it to Egypt in exchange for receiving gas from Israel’s 

Leviathan field. It also agreed to operate the Jenin power plant using Israeli gas, hoping to eventually benefit 

from Gaza Marine—a move criticized by Hamas due to a lack of transparency. 

 

Analysts argue that these efforts reflect an "economic peace" approach, which prioritizes improving 

Palestinian living conditions over ending the occupation or achieving a political solution. They warn that 

Israel might use this strategy to delay a political settlement while continuing the de facto annexation of the 

West Bank. While such projects provide economic and humanitarian benefits, there is no evidence that they 

will advance the peace process or guarantee Palestinian rights to their natural resources (International Crisis 

Group, 2023). 

 

Israel considers Gaza’s offshore gas as part of its strategic resources and has denied the Palestinian 

Authority the right to develop it independently, imposing strict conditions on its utilization. Since 1999, Israel 

has negotiated with foreign companies like British Gas to sell the gas directly to Israel, while banning its 

export without Israeli security approval (Shaffer, 2011). 

 

The gas issue is often used as a bargaining chip in political negotiations, with Israel tying its 

development to strict security conditions, such as monitoring revenues and restricting their use by Palestinian 

factions (Reuters, 2021). Israel has also linked gas exports to a cessation of rocket attacks from Gaza, 

effectively using energy as a tool of political pressure. 

 

Although the Palestinian Authority holds the rights to develop Gaza’s gas, it faces severe Israeli 

restrictions, limiting its ability to invest in the sector (ICG, 2022). This has also escalated tensions with 

Hamas, which demands a share of the revenues as a right for Gaza (Al Jazeera, 2023). Israel, however, views 

Hamas’s access to gas revenues as a security threat, fearing they could finance military activities. Since 2007, 

Israel has imposed strict measures to prevent any revenue from reaching Hamas, including requiring 

international oversight of gas revenues (Shaffer, 2011). 

 

Egypt, seeking to integrate Palestinian gas into its energy strategy, signed a 2021 agreement with the 

Palestinian Authority to develop the gas field and export it via Egypt’s liquefaction facilities to Europe 

(Reuters, 2021). Egypt has also positioned itself as a mediator and guarantor in the Israeli-Palestinian dispute, 

using gas as a negotiation tool. 

 

Gaza’s gas reserves play a key role in regional security and the global energy crisis, prompting the 

United States and the European Union to pressure Israel to allow development, especially amid Europe’s 

energy crisis following the Ukraine war. The U.S. sees gas development as a potential stabilizing factor in the 

region but demands strict international oversight to prevent revenues from reaching Hamas or funding hostile 

activities against Israel (World Bank, 2021). The EU views Palestinian gas as part of its renewable energy 

strategy and believes that developing it could reduce dependence on Russian gas (European Council, 2023). 

 

Since the 1999 discovery of the Gaza Marine field, natural gas has become a major geopolitical factor 

in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. With the outbreak of Israel’s war on Gaza on October 7, 2023, speculation 

has grown over whether the war is linked to Israeli ambitions to control Palestinian gas resources. The conflict 

appears to be not only political and security-driven but also an extension of energy dominance. Despite its 

potential to boost the Palestinian economy, Israeli restrictions have prevented its development, as Tel Aviv 

maintains full control over Gaza’s territorial waters (Roy, 2016, 210). 

 

Before the October 7, 2023 war, Israel had given "preliminary approval" for the field’s development 

in cooperation with international and Egyptian companies (World Bank, 2023). However, after the war 

erupted, Israel reversed its position, with officials stating that military operations aim to "reshape security 

balances"—widely interpreted as an attempt to assert control over maritime resources (Shaffer, 2023). 
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2.1 The Role of Gas as a Pressure Tool in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

 

Natural gas in the Gaza Sea is a strategic resource used by various parties as a political and security 

pressure tool, with Israel seeking to control it to achieve its geopolitical objectives. Despite the potential for 

gas development to improve the Palestinian economy, Israeli restrictions limit this possibility. 

 

Since the discovery of the Gaza Marine field in 1999, Palestinians have faced Israeli obstacles 

preventing its exploitation. Despite the late President Yasser Arafat’s optimism that gas could support 

Palestine’s independence, Israel imposed restrictions that hindered securing commercial contracts, rendering 

production economically unviable. After Hamas took control of Gaza in 2007, Israel used security concerns as 

a pretext to prevent the field’s development, fearing that the movement would benefit from its revenues. 

While the Israeli government claims to support the “Gas for Gaza” (G4G) project, it effectively obstructs it by 

insisting that the Palestinian Authority (PA) manage gas distribution instead of Hamas—an unrealistic 

condition given Hamas’ control over Gaza. Meanwhile, Palestinian organizations accuse Israel of plundering 

resources, with factions organizing protests demanding sovereignty over gas. 

 

The PA has adopted a more conciliatory approach, negotiating with Israel and Egypt in 2021 to allow 

the extraction and transportation of Palestinian gas to Egypt in exchange for Palestinians receiving gas from 

Israel’s Leviathan field. Additionally, the PA agreed to operate the Jenin power plant using Israeli gas, hoping 

to benefit from Gaza Marine in the future, a move criticized by Hamas for lacking transparency. 

 

Analysts argue that these efforts reflect the logic of “economic peace,” which focuses on improving 

Palestinians’ living conditions rather than ending the occupation or reaching a political solution. They fear 

that Israel could use this strategy to delay any political settlement while continuing the de facto annexation of 

the West Bank. While these projects offer economic and humanitarian benefits, there is no evidence that they 

will advance the peace process or guarantee Palestinians their right to natural resources (International Crisis 

Group, 2023). 

 

Israel views gas in the Gaza Sea as part of its strategic resources, refusing to allow the PA to develop 

it independently and imposing strict conditions on its exploitation. Since 1999, Israel has negotiated with 

foreign companies, such as British Gas, to sell the gas directly to Israel and has banned its export without prior 

security approval (Shaffer, 2011). 

 

The gas issue is used in political negotiations, with Israel linking its development to stringent security 

conditions, such as monitoring revenues and restricting their use by Palestinian factions (Reuters, 2021). 

Additionally, it has conditioned gas exports on halting rocket attacks from Gaza, making it a bargaining chip 

in negotiations. 

 

Despite the PA’s rights to develop the gas, it faces strict Israeli restrictions that weaken its ability to 

invest in it (ICG, 2022). These constraints have also increased tensions with Hamas, which demands a share 

of the revenues as a right for the Gaza Strip (Al Jazeera, 2023). Israel considers Hamas’ access to gas 

revenues a security threat, fearing they could be used to finance military activities. Consequently, since 2007, 

Israel has imposed strict measures to prevent any revenues from reaching Hamas, including requiring stringent 

international oversight on the use of gas proceeds (Shaffer, 2011). 

 

Egypt seeks to integrate Palestinian gas into its energy strategy, signing an agreement with the PA in 

2021 to develop the gas and export it to Europe via Egyptian liquefaction facilities (Reuters, 2021). Egypt has 

also strengthened its role as a mediator and guarantor in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, using gas as a leverage 

tool in negotiations. 

 

Palestinian gas in the Gaza Sea is a key element in regional security and the global energy crisis, 

prompting the United States and the European Union to pressure Israel to allow its development, particularly 

amid Europe’s energy crisis following the Ukraine war. The U.S. views gas development as a potential 

contributor to regional stability but insists on strict international oversight of revenues to prevent them from 

reaching Hamas or funding hostile activities against Israel (World Bank, 2021). The EU considers Palestinian 

gas part of its renewable energy strategy, believing that its development could help reduce dependence on 

Russian gas (European Council, 2023). 
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Since the discovery of Gaza Marine in 1999, natural gas has become a major geopolitical factor in the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. With the outbreak of the Israeli war on Gaza on October 7, 2023, suspicions have 

grown regarding Israel’s ambitions to control Palestinian gas resources. The conflict appears not only political 

and security-driven but also involves energy dominance. Despite its potential importance for Palestinian 

economic development, Israeli restrictions have prevented its development, with Tel Aviv exerting full control 

over Gaza’s territorial waters (Roy 2016, 210). 

 

Before the October 7, 2023, war on Gaza, Israel expressed “preliminary approval” for developing the 

field with the participation of international and Egyptian companies (World Bank, 2023). However, after the 

war began, its position changed, with officials stating that military operations aimed to “reshape security 

balances,” which has been interpreted as an attempt to dominate marine resources (Shaffer, 2023). 

 

2.2 Trump’s Plan to Displace Gaza’s Population and the Gas Fields 

 

Analysts suggest that one of the undeclared motives for the war is strengthening Israel’s control over 

energy resources in the Eastern Mediterranean (European Council on Foreign Relations, 2023). Israel’s 

objectives in this context can be summarized as follows: 

 

1. Disrupting Palestinian gas exploitation: Israel recognizes that developing the Gaza Marine field could 

provide Palestinians with annual revenues of up to $700 million, enhancing their economic independence 

(International Crisis Group, 2023). Therefore, any military campaign that damages Palestinian 

infrastructure could prevent this scenario. 

 

2. Strengthening Israeli dominance in the regional gas market: Following the Russia-Ukraine war, Israel 

became a major gas exporter to Europe and seeks to consolidate its position as a reliable supplier. 

Controlling Palestinian gas is a strategic factor in its competition with Egypt and Turkey (IEA, 2024). 

 

3. Redrawing maritime borders: There are indications that Israel seeks to adjust its maritime boundaries 

off Gaza to ensure direct control over gas fields (Middle East Policy Journal, 2024). 

 

Analyses reveal a close link between Trump’s plan to displace Gaza’s population and the control of 

offshore gas fields. While gas is seen as a strategic resource for Palestinians, it also represents a major 

incentive for Israel and the U.S. to reshape the region’s geopolitical landscape. 

 

The Gaza Marine gas field is one of the most significant untapped Palestinian reserves, with an 

estimated 1.1 trillion cubic feet of natural gas, potentially granting Palestine partial economic independence 

from Israel (Shaoul, 2023). However, Israel has imposed security and economic restrictions preventing the PA 

from developing the field. Western reports indicate that controlling gas has always been part of Israel’s 

strategy toward Gaza, using blockade and military conflict to prevent Palestinians from exploiting these 

resources (Middle East Eye, 2023). The recent war on Gaza may be part of an attempt to change the 

demographic reality in the Strip, facilitating Israel’s full control over gas without negotiating with 

Palestinians. 

 

Trump’s peace plan, announced in 2020, did not offer real political solutions for Palestinians but 

focused on economic projects, some outside Palestine, such as development initiatives in Sinai to 

accommodate displaced Palestinians from Gaza (The Guardian, 2021). Analysts argue that this plan lays the 

groundwork for Gaza’s depopulation, allowing Israel to fully control the Strip’s natural resources, primarily 

gas (Pappé, 2020). 

 

The timeline of events shows that Israel has accelerated efforts to assert its control over Eastern 

Mediterranean gas in recent years, disregarding Palestinian claims, in line with the “Deal of the Century” 

vision for redrawing the region’s economic and political maps (Haaretz, 2024). 

 

Some researchers believe that displacing Gaza’s population could secure Israel’s absolute control over 

the sea, enabling unrestricted gas extraction. Economic reports indicate that Israel is already exporting gas to 

Europe in partnership with Egypt, Cyprus, and Greece, and eliminating Palestinian claims to Gaza’s gas 

would strengthen its position as a regional energy supplier (Al Jazeera, 2023). 
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Furthermore, legal studies indicate that Palestinians in Gaza, even under blockade, still have legal 

rights to their natural resources under international law. Forced displacement could bypass these laws, 

granting Israel full authority over the gas without international accountability (Falk and Tilley, 2017). 

 

Despite reports of an alleged U.S.-Israeli plan to relocate Gaza’s population to Sinai, Egypt has firmly 

rejected this idea. President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi publicly stated that Egypt would not allow demographic 

changes in Gaza at its expense, reflecting regional complexities that may prevent the plan’s success (BBC, 

2023). 

 

However, the continued Israeli war on Gaza and internal displacement could eventually create a new 

reality that Israel might exploit. If Palestinians lose control over the Strip, Israel could legally and 

diplomatically justify exploiting the gas without international agreements with the Palestinians. 

 

3. Possible Scenarios for the Exploitation of Palestinian Gas 
 

Since the discovery of gas reserves in the waters off Gaza in the early 21st century, this resource has 

attracted regional and international attention. Despite the economic opportunity it presents, numerous political 

and security challenges hinder its exploitation. Based on this, several scenarios can be envisioned for the 

exploitation of Palestinian gas, each influenced by political positions, international pressures, and 

developments in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

 

3.1 First Scenario: Gas Exploitation Under International Supervision 

 

In this scenario, Palestinian gas would be exploited under international supervision, such as by the 

United Nations or the World Bank, to ensure transparency in revenue management. This could include 

cooperation with Egypt or other regional countries to export gas through Egypt’s liquefied natural gas (LNG) 

facilities. International companies might also intervene to help develop the gas fields. 

 

Influencing Factors: 

• International support to ensure a fair distribution of gas revenues (UNCTAD, 2019). 

• Regional cooperation, particularly with Egypt, which has advanced infrastructure. 

• International pressure on Israel to allow the exploitation of Palestinian gas. 

 

Challenges: 

• Israel’s rejection of this model, as it considers gas a matter of national security (Shaffer, 2011). 

• Internal Palestinian divisions between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas regarding revenue distribution 

and implementation mechanisms. 

 

3.2 Second Scenario: Gas Exploitation Through a Partnership with Israel 

 

In this scenario, Palestinian gas would be exploited through a partnership with Israel, involving the 

formation of joint companies or Israeli investment in field development. The gas could be exported to Israel or 

via Mediterranean facilities, while the Palestinian Authority would receive a share of the revenues to support 

the Palestinian economy. 

 

Influencing Factors: 

• Political negotiations between the Palestinian Authority and Israel, which could lead to an agreement on 

gas exploitation (Reuters, 2021). 

• International pressure to enhance economic cooperation between the two parties. 

• Israeli security concerns about the use of revenues to fund armed groups. 

 

Challenges: 

• Rejection by some Palestinian factions, such as Hamas, of any cooperation with Israel. 

• Israeli security concerns that revenues might be used to support armed factions (Reuters, 2021). 
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3.3 Third Scenario: Unilateral Exploitation by the Palestinian Authority 

 

In this scenario, the Palestinian Authority seeks to exploit gas without Israeli cooperation, forming 

partnerships with international companies, including Western or Gulf firms. The gas would be exported 

through Egypt, which possesses advanced infrastructure such as LNG terminals. 

 

Influencing Factors: 

• International support for investment in Palestinian resources and economic development (Al Jazeera, 

2020). 

• Geographic proximity to Egypt, facilitating cooperation in gas exports. 

• Egypt’s role as a strategic ally facilitating export operations. 

 

Challenges: 

• Israel’s rejection of this scenario, as it considers the gas in Gaza’s waters part of its strategic resources and 

insists that its exploitation should be under Israeli supervision. 

• Security tensions due to the potential use of revenues to support armed groups in Gaza (International 

Crisis Group, 2020). 

 

3.4 Fourth Scenario: Joint Exploration with Regional Countries 

 

Regional cooperation could be the decisive factor in unlocking the potential resources beneath the sea. 

Since 2009, approximately 70 trillion cubic feet of recoverable gas resources have been discovered in the 

Eastern Mediterranean off the coasts of Israel, Lebanon, Cyprus, and Egypt (World Bank Group, 2020). The 

Eastern Mediterranean basin has experienced repeated geopolitical turmoil, where natural gas has played a 

significant role in fostering economic cooperation and industrial collaboration among regional actors. 

 

The establishment of the East Mediterranean Gas Forum (EMGF)—an international organization 

comprising eight member states (Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, and Palestine) and three 

observer entities (the European Union, the United States, and the World Bank)—marked an unprecedented 

milestone in regional integration efforts. Since its inception, the EMGF has served as a central platform for 

dialogue and cooperation among all stakeholders in the natural gas market and supply chain, including 

governments, regulatory bodies, and the industry (IGU, 2024). 

 

In this scenario, the Palestinian Authority collaborates with countries such as Egypt and Jordan to 

develop gas resources in Gaza’s waters. These countries contribute to exploration and development efforts 

while facilitating gas exports to global markets through liquefied natural gas (LNG) facilities in the 

Mediterranean. 

 

Influencing Factors: 

• Existing regional cooperation with countries like Egypt, which possesses advanced infrastructure to 

process Palestinian gas (Middle East Economic Survey, 2021). 

• International pressures that may encourage regional states to participate in gas exploitation. 

 

Challenges: 

• Israeli opposition to any gas exploitation outside its supervision. 

• Regional tensions arising from security-related issues. 

 

3.5 Fifth Scenario: Gas Remains Unexploited Due to Security and Political Restrictions 

 

In this scenario, Palestinian gas remains untapped due to restrictions imposed by Israel and internal 

Palestinian divisions. The Israeli blockade on Gaza, combined with security concerns, hinders any efforts to 

develop gas fields. Meanwhile, the lack of consensus between the Palestinian Authority and Hamas leads to 

further stagnation in decision-making regarding gas exploitation. 

 

Influencing Factors: 

• The continuation of the Israeli blockade, which prevents the exploitation of natural resources in Gaza’s 

waters (International Energy Agency, 2020). 
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• Internal Palestinian divisions, which disrupt coordination among Palestinian factions on how to utilize gas 

resources (United Nations, 2022). 

 

Challenges: 

• Israeli rejection of any independent Palestinian gas exploitation. 

• Internal Palestinian divisions, which hinder unified decision-making on gas resource development and 

utilization. 

 

4. Possible Strategies to Enhance Palestinian Benefit from Gas 

 

Natural gas in Gaza’s waters is a strategic resource that could boost the Palestinian economy, yet it 

faces significant political and security challenges. To maximize its benefits, various strategies can be adopted, 

including international coordination, regional cooperation, infrastructure development, collaboration with 

global companies, and governance improvements. 

 

1. Coordination with the International Community 

The Palestinian Authority can seek support from the United Nations and the European Union to pressure 

Israel to lift restrictions on gas exploitation while also supporting investment in technology and infrastructure 

(United Nations, 2020). 

 

2. Strengthening Regional Cooperation with Egypt and Jordan 

Egypt, with its advanced infrastructure, plays a crucial role in exporting Palestinian gas, while Jordan can 

contribute to technical and commercial cooperation, reducing reliance on Israel (Middle East Economic 

Survey, 2021). 

 

3. Building an Independent Palestinian Infrastructure 

Developing liquefied natural gas (LNG) plants and pipeline networks within Palestinian territories ensures 

independent management of the resource, contributing to economic self-sufficiency (Palestinian Ministry of 

Economy, 2019). 

 

4. Collaboration with International Companies 

Involving companies such as Shell and Total in exploration and development efforts will help attract 

investment and secure the necessary technical expertise for sustainable gas exploitation (Reuters, 2021). 

 

5. Enhancing Transparency and Governance 

Establishing independent regulatory bodies to ensure the fair distribution of financial revenues will strengthen 

public trust and reduce potential corruption (Transparency International, 2020). 

 

6. Using Gas as a Bargaining Tool in Negotiations 

The Palestinian Authority can leverage natural gas as a political bargaining tool in negotiations with Israel due 

to its regional and international significance. This could help advance issues such as territorial disputes and 

water resource agreements, increasing the chances of political settlements (International Crisis Group, 2020). 

 

7. Technical Education and Training for Effective Management 

Education and technical training are crucial for ensuring effective gas sector management. Investing in 

training Palestinian professionals in exploration, gas project management, and technology will enhance 

Palestinians' ability to independently and sustainably utilize this resource (Palestinian Ministry of Education, 

2021). 

 

5. The Impact of Gas Exploitation on the Future of the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 
 

Natural gas in Gaza’s waters is a strategic resource that could significantly influence the future of the 

Palestinian-Israeli conflict. On the one hand, its exploitation could strengthen the Palestinian economy, while 

on the other, disputes over control of the resource could heighten tensions, complicating prospects for a 

peaceful resolution. 
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1. Gas as a Factor in Military and Political Escalation 

Israel seeks control over gas fields in Gaza’s waters, leading to increased political and military tensions. The 

Palestinian Authority is denied access to its resources, fueling Palestinian discontent and making conflict 

resolution more challenging. Israel is likely to oppose Palestinian gas exploitation unless it is part of specific 

agreements safeguarding its interests, particularly given maritime border disputes and economic jurisdiction 

issues. Any unilateral Palestinian attempt to exploit gas without Israeli approval may face sanctions or 

military and diplomatic measures to obstruct it. 

 

2. The Impact of Gas on Political Negotiations 

Gas can serve as a bargaining chip in negotiations, as it is a crucial resource for both parties. Analysts believe 

Israel may be willing to negotiate gas exploitation if it is part of a broader political settlement (International 

Crisis Group, 2021). 

 

3. Gas as a Tool for Conflict Resolution through Regional Cooperation 

Despite the challenges, gas exploitation could open doors for regional partnerships between Palestinians and 

countries like Egypt and Jordan, and possibly even Israel. This could enhance opportunities for dialogue and 

cooperation driven by shared economic interests. Gas could serve as a catalyst for regional cooperation, 

improving relations and fostering trust among different parties (Middle East Economic Survey, 2021). 

 

4. Gas and the Assertion of Palestinian Economic Sovereignty 

Gas exploitation could strengthen Palestinian economic sovereignty, reducing reliance on the Israeli economy. 

However, political conflicts remain a major obstacle to this goal (Palestinian Ministry of National Economy, 

2019). 

 

5. The Role of Gas in Strengthening Palestinian Independence 

Palestinian control over gas resources could create new job opportunities and reduce dependency on foreign 

aid, enhancing economic and social stability, which may lead to potential political improvements. 

 

6. The Impact of Gas on Regional Security 

Disputes over gas exploitation could lead to regional tensions, particularly with neighboring countries like 

Egypt and Jordan. These nations may play a role in any future agreements concerning gas resources (The 

Middle East Journal, 2021). 

 

7. The Geopolitical Impact of Gas 

Gas could become a political leverage tool for Palestinians, both in negotiations with Israel and in 

strengthening ties with international and regional actors seeking to benefit from these resources. 

 

Overall, the impact of gas exploitation on the future of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict will largely 

depend on how it is managed—whether through cooperation and dialogue or through dominance and 

continued disputes. 

 

6. Findings and Recommendations 
 

6.1 Key Findings 

 

Gas in Gaza’s waters is a strategic resource that could boost the Palestinian economy and influence 

the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Israel uses it as a pressure tool and prevents Palestinians from exploiting it. 

Gas could also present an opportunity for regional cooperation with countries like Egypt and Jordan. 

However, political and security obstacles limit its independent exploitation. Additionally, Palestinian control 

over gas resources could enhance economic sovereignty and financial independence, reducing reliance on 

Israel. 

 

6.2 Recommendations for Enhancing Palestinian Benefits from Gas 

 

1. Strengthening international and regional cooperation by seeking support from the United Nations 

and the European Union and developing partnerships with Egypt and Jordan. 

2. Developing infrastructure for gas extraction to reduce dependence on Israel. 
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3. Engaging in dialogue with Israel to reach an agreement on gas exploitation. 

4. Investing gas revenues in key sectors such as health, education, and energy. 

5. Using gas as a political leverage tool in negotiations. 

6. Enhancing transparency in resource management to prevent corruption and ensure fair revenue 

distribution (Transparency International, 2020). 

7. Involving civil society to ensure gas benefits sustainable development. 

8. Leveraging modern technology to improve exploration and transportation techniques. 

9. Developing Palestinian human capital by training local professionals in the energy sector . 

10. Pressuring the international community to secure Palestinian rights to gas exploitation. 

11. Seeking international funding sources to support gas projects in Palestine. 

 

Future Research Areas:Potential future studies may include examining the role of gas in enhancing 

regional cooperation, its impact on Palestinian domestic policies, its long-term effects on the Palestinian 

economy, and legal and environmental aspects of its exploitation. Additionally, research could explore the 

role of technology in improving gas extraction, its implications for Palestinian national security, and the fair 

redistribution of revenues (United Nations, 2022). 
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